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Presentation Summary 

üDescription of Cannabis Sativa 

üPrevalence of Use 

üMedical Marijuana 

üMarijuana Abuse 

üSynthetic Marijuana 

üPrevention Strategies 

üResources 

 



Cannabis Sativa 

üHemp plant 

üMany varieties 

üUsed for fiber, medicine, religious rituals and 

psychoactive properties  

üAppearance 

üUse patterns 

 



Prevalence of Illicit Drug Use 

ü Illicit Drug Use ï USA 

 

ü2008 8.0% 

ü2009 8.7% 

ü2010 8.9% 

ü Illicit Drug Use ï Age 18 

to 25 

ü2008 19.6% 

ü2009 21.2% 

ü2010 21.5% 

 

 

    2010 NSDUH 



Misuse of Marijuana 

Prevalence 

üAnnual Rate of Marijuana Abuse 
  

2007 2008 2009 2010 

8th 31.8% 32.1% 30.3% 29.3% 

10th 56.3% 52.5% 52.8% 52.1% 

12th 66.4% 65.5% 62.2% 65.2% 

2010 MTF 
 



Medical Marijuana 

üApproved in 16 States 

üTherapeutic potential 

¸ Nausea control 

¸ Stimulating appetite 

¸ Pain control 

¸ Spasticity 

¸ Reduced ocular pressure 

üMedications  

¸ Marinol, Cesamet, Sativex 

 

 



üBlood shot eyes 

üEuphoria 

üSlowed thinking and reaction time 

üConfusion 

üAnxiety 

üPanic attacks 

üIncreased appetite 

üSleep Impairment 

 

Effects of Marijuana Abuse 



Effects of Marijuana Abuse 

üImpairs short term memory 

üImpairs attention and judgment 

üImpairs coordination and balance 

üImpairs memory and learning skills 

üIncreases heart rate 

üCarcinogen 



Marijuana Withdrawal 

üIrritability  

üAnxiety 

üRestlessness 

üDepressed mood 

üHeadache 

üDecreased sleep 

üVivid dreams 

 



Synthetic Marijuana 

üK2/Spice/Blaze/Happy Dog 

ü JWH-018, JWH-073, HU-210, HU-211, CP 47, 497 

ÅIncense 

ÅSmoked 

ÅPotent 

ÅPoison control incidents 

ÅNo testing 

 


