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Getting ready to sell your home

Ready To Sell?

There may be more than one
reason why you want to sell your
home.

Maybe you want a larger
home in a better location. If
your children have flown the
nest (empty nester?), you may
be considering the purchase of a
condominium, co-op, townhouse
or relocation.

Whatever the reason, one of
the first questions is how much is
your house worth?

You know what you paid
for your house initially and how
much money you've put into im-
provements over the years. You
also know how much it has cost
to maintain the house in good
condition.

There is also the apprecia-
tion factor. Your home has ap-
preciated tremendously in value
because of low interest rates
fueling housing demand, gen-
eral inflation, good schools and
higher incomes.

However, there are other
factors to consider, such as what
houses similar to yours are sell-
ing for.

Selling Your Home - Do Not

Punish Buyer

Here are some points to
remember when selling your
home:

1. Insist on a CMA (Compar-
ative Market Analysis) in writ-
ing, from your agent.

2. Market & Merchandise
your property with an experi-
enced agent - Do they have their
own website and is it ranked
properly?

3. Let your real estate agent
do all the negotiating.

4. Look at all offers, even if
they are low. Your agent has an
obligation to present all offers.
Some buyers feel- they have to
make a low offer to reassure
themselves that they got the best
price possible.

5. Do not become angry with
a low offer and react with an
unreasonable counter offer out
of anger. Your goal is to sell the
house not to punish to buyer.

6. Never judge buyers by the
car they drive or how they are
dressed. Be kind to all people
viewing your home.

7. Your goal is to sell your
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home, so try not to place barriers
about whom you want to buy it."
8. If you feel you have to
make a counter offer, make the
best one possible, and remem-
ber, there are no guarantees.
After The Buyer Says, “Yes”
Once a buyer has been found
for your home, the part of the
transaction that takes the most
care and attention is the closing.
A realtor’s responsibility does
not end when a buyer says “Yes,
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Your realtor must coordinate
a number of important details
that must be confirmed and fi-
nalized before the sale of your
home can be successfully com-
pleted

As an example, there is the
purchase contract that must be
signed by all parties, disclosure
documents that need to be pre-
pared and signed, the loan for
the buyer of your home needs
to be overseen, all of the con-
tingencies have to be addressed
and removed and any title mat-
ters that crop up during the
closing need to be cleared.

Any and all of these details
are essential elements in the
successful sale of your home.

Closing And The Seller

If you are about to close a
sale of your home, there are
steps you should be aware of to
make the closing as smooth as
possible.

Normally, you and your at-
torney will be responsible for
drawing the new deed and
bringing this document to the
closing. The purchase of tax
stamps may also be necessary.

You will need a copy of
your most recent tax bill, which
should be receipted if it has
been paid. If the insurance or
mortgage is to be assumed by
the new buyer, you will need
these payment books, policies,
etc.

When the sale involves in-
come, as for rental properties,
the seller should bring leases,
rent schedules, escrow state-
ments for deposits held and a
letter to be sent to tenants no-
tifying them of the ownership
change.

Of course, you would also
bring keys, garage door open-
ers, and the like to the closing.

Also, 1 or 2 days before the
closing, call your utility com-
panies for readings to be given
in at closing, lastly, compile a
change of address list to be sent
out to everyone you know 2-3
weeks prior to closing.

Be sure that all the bases
are covered.

Then you can walk out with
cash in hand and celebrate.

Sen. Martins grants $25K to Manhasset CASA

Senator Jack M. Martins (R-7th
Senate District) announced that he
secured state funding for commu-
nity parent education programs at
the Manhasset Public Library:

The $5,000 in state funding
will help Manhasset Community
Coalition Against Substance Abuse
(CASA), in partnership with the
Manhasset Public Library, present
its “Power of Parenting” series. The
workshops, which will take place at
the Manhasset Public Library, pro-
vide parents and caregivers with
the skills, insight and knowledge
they need to raise healthy youth in

today’s world.

The “Power of Parenting” se-
ries includes the following pro-
grams:

- “The Fragile Teen Brain”
discusses how alcohol, marijuana,
and drugs affect the developing
teen brain (Wednesday, Feb. 25
7:30 p.m.);

- “What Adults Need to Know
About Bullying” addresses " bully-
ing prevention and how adults can
help the bullied, the bullies, and
the bystanders (Wednesday, March
11th, 1 and 7 p.m.);

- “Raising Confident & Healthy

Girls” looks at how adults can
balance pop culture images and
messages to help girls grow into
healthy and confident young wom-
en (Wednesday, April 29, 1 and 7
p.m.)

“Children face many chal-
lenges as they grow up; pee. nres-
sure to use alcohol or drugs, being
bullied, and maintaining a positive
self-image. Parents themselves
faced these same challenges when
they were growing up, but are un-
sure about how to help their own
children through them. Manhasset
CASAs workshops, in partnership

with the Manhasset Public Library,
teach parents different skills and
strategies to protect their kids and
keep them safe. These are valuable
services and I'm pleased to support
them,” said Senator Martins.

“Manhasset CASA is thankful
to have champions in our com-
munity like Senator Martins and
the Manhasset Public Library who
support essential parent educa-
tion programs that facilitate the
healthy growth of youth,” stated
Caryn Sawyer, Executive Director,
Manhasset CASA.

“Our Library takes pride in

the services that we offer our com-
munity and none is more essential
than the educational support and
guidance provided to parents and
their children through the Power
of Parenting series. We are very
grateful to Senator Martins for his
support and to CASA for partner-
ing with us in this long term com-
mitment to the Manhasset commu-
nity;” said Maggie Gough, Library
Director; Manhasset Public Library:
For more information about
the workshops and to sign up, visit
Manhasset CASA's website at www.
manhassetcasa.org.
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