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Drug Deaths: Numbers Speak For Themselves

Too many of our young people pass through the morgue. (Photo by Brook Ward)
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It's:war. Or at least the carnage is on
par with armed conflict: 104 in 2012,
106 in 2013 and 21 through May of
this year. That’s an average of more
than two deaths per week, year in and
year out. Now, as in recent weeks, I
am referring to deaths from overdos-
es of heroin and other opiates here in
Nassau County. Just Nassau County.

231 lives in the past 29 months.

The county has been at the fore-
front of fighting this epidemic with
substance abuse treatment, counsel-
ing and even training for the general
public on how to use a Narcan kit
(which the county provides) to re-
verse the deadly effects of overdoses.
But the body count continues.

To give you a sense of just how close
to home these deaths occur, here is a
community-by-community tally of what
the police call “fatal aided cases.” The
source: Eden Laikin, Nassau County
director of governmental research.

If only we could declare a truce in
this war.

John Owens is editor in chief of
Anton Community Newspapers.
Email: jowens@antonnews.com
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